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Medicaid Expansion and Lung Cancer

Under the Affordable Care Act, states can choose to expand Medicaid coverage to all adults up to 138% of the
federal poverty level. To date, 38 states and the District of Columbia have adopted Medicaid expansion.!

Medicaid expansion provides quality, affordable health coverage to low income adults. In states that have not
expanded their Medicaid programs, there are more than four million individuals who would be eligible for Medicaid
coverage if their state expanded.’ Individuals without quality healthcare coverage may be forced to delay treatment
for financial reasons. For patients with lung cancer, timely treatment is essential for the best outcomes.

When a state expands its Medicaid program, newly eligible enrollees should have access to all preventive services
with an “A” or “B” grade from the United State Preventive Services Task Force (USPSTF) without any cost-sharing.
This includes access to tobacco cessation treatments. For patients who meet the USPSTF high risk criteria —
those ages 50 to 80 with a 20 pack-year smoking history who currently smoke or have quit within the past 15
years — this includes access to lung cancer screening. For patients with lung cancer, early detection is critical.
The five-year lung cancer survival rate is only 6% for those diagnosed at a late stage after the tumor
spreads, but increases to 60% for those diagnosed at an early stage before the tumor has spread.’

States that expanded Medicaid have seen numerous benefits in expanding access to care, improving health
outcomes, and reducing health disparities, including many that directly benefit patients with lung cancer.
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Individuals with Medicaid
coverage are more likely than
uninsured individuals to have at
least one outpatient physician -
visit annually.” An annual check-
up gives patients a chance to
ask their doctor about their

One study found that states
who adopted Medicaid
expansion in 2014 saw an
increase in early stage cancer
diagnoses, when the disease
is more treatable.

risk factors for lung cancer and
other health conditions.

Medicaid expansion is
associated with a reduction
in racial disparities in access
to timely cancer treatment,
including for lung cancer.”
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